
Library of Congress

Thomas Jefferson to George Washington, December 12, 1791, with Copy, from the Works of Thomas Jefferson in Twelve Volumes.
Federal Edition. Collected and Edited by Paul Leicester Ford. http://www.loc.gov/resource/mtj1.015_0309_0310

Thomas Jefferson to George Washington, December 12,

1791, with Copy, from the Works of Thomas Jefferson in

Twelve Volumes. Federal Edition. Collected and Edited

by Paul Leicester Ford.

NOTES ON BRITISH NEGOTIATIONS

December 12th, 1791.

The discussions which are opening between Mr. Hammond and our government, have as

yet looked towards no objects but those which depend on the treaty of peace. There are,

however, other matters to be arranged between the two governments, some of which do

not rest on that treaty. The following is a statement of the whole of them:

1st. The West posts.

2d. The negroes carried away.

3d. The debt of their bank in Maryland, and perhaps Rhode Island.

4th. Goods taken from the inhabitants of Boston, while the town was in their possession,

and compensation promised.

5th. Prizes taken after the dates at which hostilities were to cease.

6th. Subsistence of prisoners.

7th. The Eastern boundary.

Which of these shall be taken into the present discussion?
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Which of them shall be left to arrangement through the ordinary channels of our

ministers, in order to avoid embarrassing the more important points with matters of less

consequence?

On the subject of commerce shall Mr. Hammond be desired to produce his powers to treat,

as is usual, before conferences are held on that subject?


